
CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA BILL 

City of Black Diamond 
Post Office Box 599 

Black Diamond, WA 98010 
ITEM INFORMATION 

SUBJECT:   
 
 
Continued Public Hearing on Property 
Tax Ordinance No. 16-XXXX, setting the 
Property Tax Dollar amount for 2017 

Agenda Date: November 17, 2016            AB16-073    
 Mayor Carol Benson  

  

City Attorney David A Linehan  

City Clerk – Brenda L. Martinez  

Community Development/Natural 
Resource– Andy Williamson 

 

Finance – May Miller X 

MDRT & Economic Development – 
Andy Williamson 

 

Cost Impact (see also Fiscal Note):    Police – Chief Kiblinger  

Fund Source:  Various Public Works – Seth Boettcher  

Timeline: Court Administrator – Stephanie 
Metcalf 

 

   

Agenda Placement:  Mayor   Two Councilmembers  Committee Chair  City Administrator 

Attachments: Ordinance No 16-XXXX, Levy certifications, Preliminary KC worksheet and Tax chart 

SUMMARY STATEMENT:  Public Hearing for 2017 Property Tax Ordinance setting the Dollar amount. 
 
Per RCW 84.52.020 the property tax certifications must be filed with King County no later than 
November 30, 2016 for Property Taxes to be collected in 2017 to be used for Public Safety including 
Fire, Police and Emergency Services.   
 
This public hearing is on an ordinance to set the Property Tax Dollar amount for the 2017 Property Taxes 
to be collected in 2017.  This ordinance includes the allowed 1% increase of $14,810 over last year’s levy 
which is allowed for cities under 10,000 population.  A Public Hearing was held on October 27, 2016 and 
another on November 17, 2016 with Council action expected on November 17, 2016. 
 
King County has sent a preliminary Levy Limit worksheet showing last year’s levy of $1,481,033 and the 
allowed 1% increase of $14,810 and refund of $0 for total base levy of $1,495,843, which does not 
include New Construction, State Assessed property and any adjustments.  A preliminary estimate has 
also been included for the New Construction, Annexations, State Assessments and adjustments, but 
these amounts usually change in the final worksheet which is not expected until about December 5, 
2016 after we have already adopted our levy.  Since we will not know the final amount until after the 
adoption, I have included an estimate of $30,000 to cover the possible additional tax items for a total 
potential levy of $1,525,843.  Our levy will be adjusted down by King County to the actual final amounts, 
but cannot be increased.    
 
King County estimates our total city Assessed Valuation at $709,633,018 an increase of $50,226,302 
over last year or a 7.6 % increase.  Each property tax bill is calculated by the county and they set the 
actual levy rate once they have finalized all assessments and individual valuations.  For more 
information from King County, long into www.kingcountygov/financetreasury and click on common 
questions.  

http://www.kingcountygov/financetreasury


 
All of Black Diamond’s Property Tax funds are used for Public Safety and provide approximately 54.1% of 
the revenue needed to cover Public Safety costs. 

 
FISCAL NOTE (Finance Department):  The additional $14,810 from the allowed one percent 
increase is included in the 2017 Preliminary Budget, pending Council approval on November 17, 
2016 
 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION: 
  

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Ordinance 16-XXXX, setting the Property Tax dollar 
amount for 2017 to be used for Public Safety, including Police, Fire and 
Emergency Services. 

RECORD OF COUNCIL ACTION 
Meeting Date  Action      Vote 

October 27, 2016  Public Hearing continued to November 17
th

 meeting. 

November 17, 2016         

 


























