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 “FACETS OF BLACK DIAMOND” 

At its June 18 meeting, the City of Black Diamond finalized many months of intense 
effort by the City Council, Planning Commission and City staff with the adoption of a 
new Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Code (with zoning map) and Design Guidelines. On 
June 25, the Council also adopted new Public Works Design and Construction     
Standards outlining how everything from sewers to streets will be built in Black      
Diamond.  
 
With these actions, the Council voted to end the long-standing moratorium preventing 
subdivision and master planned development applications within the city. The       
moratorium ended June 28. While the moratorium was in place, it was possible to submit 
individual building permit applications (residential or commercial) and for short plats 
(dividing parcels into four lots or less). But with the moratorium coming to an end, 
there are no longer any restrictions preventing any type of development application.  
 
The biggest change for most property owners will be with the new Zoning Code and 

map. The former zone districts have been 
replaced with new zones and names. For 
example, the two single-family residential 
districts, formerly called R7200 and R9600, 
are now known as R6 and R4, but           
otherwise, are basically the same. But, if 
you live in the Lake Sawyer area, your   
property has been regulated by King County 
zoning since being annexed. Most of these 
properties will now be zoned R4 and will be 
entirely subject to City of Black Diamond 
zoning standards.  
 

The new Zoning Code also features three different commercial zones to replace the 
one that had previously existed. These new zones recognize the distinct commercial 
areas within the city: the historic town center, neighborhood commercial areas, and 
the general commercial area along Third Street (SR-169).  
 
A copy of the new Zoning Code and zoning map (and all of the newly adopted      
documents) are posted on the City’s website. Print copies will be available soon at 
City Hall, 24301 Roberts Drive. Photocopying charges will apply. 
 

Plans and regulations adopted, moratorium 
ends 

City offices will be closed on  
JULY 3, 2009  

in observance of the Fourth of July  

The City’s permit center staff has 
implemented new  procedures 

and  software to allow the  permit      
process to run more efficiently 

and is ready for applicants. 
Please contact the Community 
Development  Department at  

(360) 886-2560 or (253) 631-0351 
for more information on the new 

plan, codes and  guidelines.  
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With the City Council’s recent approval of a contract with 
Beckwith Consulting Group, the City is moving forward with 
the development of a citywide on and off-road trails plan.  
 
As most long-time residents know and newcomers are being 
made aware of,  Black Diamond maintains a wonderful        
inventory of natural resources including wetlands, streams 
and lakes, offering opportunities for viewing birds, fish and 
large mammals. It’s common to see wild animals including 
deer, bear and elk throughout the city. The trail system will 
allow more people to enjoy the wildlife and natural beauty of 
the city in a way that leaves the environment undisturbed. 
 
The City has set aside July 8, 2009, from  6 - 8 p.m. at Black 
Diamond Elementary School gymnasium to conduct a  
brainstorming session to get feedback from residents and 
shape the trails plan as it moves forward. Your input into this 
process is essential as we plan for the future of Black      
Diamond.  
 
Included to the right is an outline for the workshop. For    
further information, call Parks/Natural Resources Director 
Aaron Nix at (360) 886-2560 extension 220.   
 

Trails planning kicks off 

Opening remarks 
� Aaron Nix, Director Black Diamond Parks/Natural 
Resources Department -will open the meeting, outline 
the results of previous planning efforts, the objectives 
of this process, and the purpose of the workshop. 
� Tom Beckwith FAICP, consultant team leader – will 
outline the process to be followed for this session. 
Brainstorming session 
� Note - the ideas developed in this visionary phase 
will be detailed, evaluated, tested, and refined by the 
consultants and staff in the following tasks of this 
planning process. The purpose of this workshop is to 
define ideas - not resolve all the details. 
Likes/dislikes 
You will spend the first 5 minutes locating like/dislike 
features of the park and trail system in general. The 
purpose of this introductory task is for you to define 
the physical context within which your brainstorming 
ideas will take place and some of the topics you wish 
to consider. You will produce flipcharts of lists or 
colored maps of sites indicating your group’s opinions. 
Brainstorming ideas 
You will develop your group’s alternative ideas about 
how specific features of the park subject under study 
can be improved upon to correct concerns and/or 
realize your ideas. 
� Note – this must include the key topics identified in 
the suggested topic list plus any others your group 
decides to pursue after that. You will develop ideas 
without critical evaluation until you are satisfied all 
possible ideas have been explored for each topic. Ask 
yourself what-if questions as a method of stimulating 
new ideas. You will produce a series of graphics 
listing alternative proposals and other ideas. 
Rankings 
You may vote on the concepts you think should be 
pursued further. You can vote yes on as many 
concepts as you think appropriate for further study. 
We will rank the concepts into a priority list so that 
subsequent planning work is focused on your ideas 
that have the most support (best features). 
Session over 
The results of the workshop will be posted on the city 
website where you may review and critique the ideas 
and how the consultant and staff have organized them 
into proposed plans of action. 

On and Off-Road Trail Plan      
Workshop Outline 
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Highway 169 bridge re-opening  
notice before the official bridge re-opening, so please look 
for updates on the City’s website. If you would like more  
information, please contact Andrew Williamson,               
Economic Development Director at (360) 886-2560 or email             
awilliamson@ci.blackdiamond.wa.us.  

In commemorating the City’s 50th Anniversary, an art and writing contest was held at the 
Black Diamond Elementary School.  All students were given the opportunity to draw  
and/or write in answer to the question, “What does Black Diamond mean to you?”   
 
Many students participated and submitted 
their works to the City.  All artwork and 
essays were graded based on originality 
and creativity.  
 
City Administrator Gwendolyn Voelpel 
chose the top five finalists, for each group.  
From those finalists, three winners were 

then selected by the 50th Anniversary Committee.   
 
Winners were announced at the Black  Diamond Elementary School     
assembly on June 22 and the Special Council Meeting on June 25.  Each 
winner was awarded with a Baker Street Books $25 gift certificate and a 
ride aboard the Black Diamond Fire Truck.  Congratulations to the        
winners! 
 
The City and the 50th Anniversary Committee also would like to thank Ms.    
Gerrie Garton (principal) and staff at the Black Diamond Elementary 
School for giving students the opportunity to participate in the 50th         
anniversary art and writing contest. 

School kids share what Black Diamond 
means to them 

If you would like to be added to the City’s E - Alert Program, 
email Rachel Pitzel at rpitzel@ci.blackdiamond.wa.us.  Please 

include  “E-Alert Addition” on the subject line. 

Kindergarten – 1st Grade Top 5 
 Jenna, Kindergarten 
* Sawyer Anderson, 1st Grade * 
 Elexis Bradford, 1st Grade 
 Isabel, Kindergarten 
 Blaine Kapyle, 1st Grade 
 

2nd Grade – 3rd Grade Top 5 
 Mariah Deady, 2nd Grade 
 Jakob Bennett, 3rd Grade 
* Tyler Miller, 2nd Grade * 
 Connor Gardenhire, 2nd Grade 
 Justin James, 2nd Grade 
 

4th Grade – 5th Grade Top 5 
 Gia Landis, 5th Grade 
* Adrianna Moroz, 5th Grade * 
 Brandon Allday, 5th Grade 
 Marisa Claiborne, 5th Grade 
 Katie Bull, 4th Grade 

 
Asterisk highlights the winner                       

for that grade level. 

The City has been in constant communication with the 
Washington State Department of Transportation during 
the construction on Highway 169/Kummer Bridge.   
 
The contractor and the State are making every effort to  
re-open the bridge July 2. The contractor has extended  
work hours, and feels very confident that the road will be 
opened on time. The only reason the bridge re-opening 
would be delayed would be due to a significant,          
unforeseen problem. 
 
Black Diamond along with the City of Enumclaw, and the 
local Chambers of Commerce and the Enumclaw School    
District marching band will participate in the State’s              
re-opening celebration for the bridge. Unfortunately, the 
State will only be able to provide the city a few days’   

mailto:awilliamson@ci.blackdiamond.wa.us�
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The D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) program, has been around since 1983. 
That’s when the Los Angeles Police Department first came up with the theory that if the  
police department could reach children before they become involved in drugs and violence, 
then there would be a better chance of having those children stay away from them long 
term. Today D.A.R.E. is taught in 75 percent of all school districts in the United States, as 
well as in 43 different countries around the world.  
 
With the Black Diamond Elementary School being the only school in the Enumclaw School 

District that currently receives D.A.R.E., our community is one of the 
lucky ones in Western Washington. On June 12, 2009, the 5th grade 
classes at the Black Diamond Elementary School participated in their 
D.A.R.E. graduation ceremony. Several Black Diamond City         
Councilmembers and staff were in attendance, as well as                
Superintendent Mike Nelson of the Enumclaw School District. The 
ceremony was a huge success. Students were led into the gym by 
Bagpiper Jon Crain from the Buckley Fire Department Honor Guard. A 
slide show documented the hard work put forth by the 5th grade 
classes, as well as a little fun time on a field trip to the Point Defiance 
Zoo with their D.A.R.E. Officer Brian Lynch. Three students were    
chosen to read their D.A.R.E. essays during the ceremony, with      
student Gia Landis taking top honors as the author of the best overall 

essay.  
 
Lessons in the D.A.R.E. curriculum consist of learning about     
tobacco, alcohol, prescription drug abuse, illegal narcotics,       
inhalants, advertising, healthy friendships, and peer pressure. The 
Black Diamond Police Department D.A.R.E. program is 100       
percent funded through various donations. Thanks to those who 
have donated this year, almost 50 5th grade students can move 
on to middle school armed with the tools to stand up to the      
pressures to use illegal drugs, alcohol or tobacco.  

Lots of fun at D.A.R.E Graduation  

Boat safely on the 4th 

PLEASE UTILIZE YOUR NAVIGATIONAL LIGHTS!!! 
 

Over the past couple years, the Black Diamond Police have seen an 
increase in the number of vessels (powered and manual) on Lake   
Sawyer during the fireworks show.  A majority of these vessels,      
especially the manual-powered vessels such as kayaks and row 
boats, are not using any lighting device during these hours of       
darkness.  This is a recipe for disaster because other boats cannot 
see you.  ALL BOATS MUST BE PROPERLY LIT BETWEEN SUNSET 
AND SUNRISE.  
 
The Black Diamond Police Marine Services Unit will be on Lake     
Sawyer during the fireworks show to ensure the safety of all observers 
and enforce a safe distance from the fireworks barge.  

Please help us by following 
these simple rules, which also 

happen to be state laws: 
 
Motorized vessels shall display 
red and green sidelights and an              
all-round white light. 
 
Manual-powered vessels, at the 
minimum, shall have a white light 
displayed which is visible in all           
directions, such as a flashlight or 
lantern. 

2009 5th Grade Class 

Essay Winners 

D.A.R.E. Graduation Cake 
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Did you know that by ignoring those small dripping      
faucets or running toilets even leaving the hose on      
outside can cause your water consumption to increase?  
Below are a few tips to help you conserve water: 
 
Ú Water lawn and garden in short intervals to prevent    

runoff. Try to only water every three to five days in 
the summer. 

Ú Water lawn in early morning or late evening. Avoid 
watering in heat of day or when windy. Use drip      
systems instead of sprinklers. 

Ú Use a broom, rather than a hose, to clean sidewalks 
and driveways. 

Ú When washing your car, wash on lawn and use a 
hose with a shutoff nozzle. 

Ú Place mulch around trees and plants to avoid excess 
evaporation. 

Keep water bills low 
Ú Collect rain water to water landscaping within yard 

and home. 
Ú One inch per week is all your lawn needs. Watering 

less often produces a deeper, healthier root system. 
Overwatered lawns is the number one waste of our 
water resources.  

Ú Runoff from over watered lawns washes away topsoil, 
fertilizers, and pesticides that pollute our waterways. 

Ú Adjust sprinklers so only your lawn is watered and not 
the house, sidewalk or street.  

Ú Set automatic sprinklers to three times a week for 20 
minutes in each zone. 

Ú Report all significant water losses (broken pipes, open 
hydrants, errant sprinklers, etc.) to the property owner, 
local authorities or water department. 

 
Remember, every drop counts.  

So far this year, the City of Black Diamond crime 
statistics have remained fairly constant. There have 
not been any significant reductions or increases in 
crime in any particular area.  
 
Crime does tend to increase in the summer as 
shown in the chart for May, as do calls for service on 
Lake Sawyer.   
 
Black Diamond is fortunate enough to have a ratio of 
2.85 officers per 1,000 citizens.  Maple Valley has 
0.65 per thousand and Covington has 0.68 per 
1,000.  The national average is 3.0 officers per 1,000 
citizens.   
 
What this translates to for the City of Black Diamond 
is a lower overall crime rate index.  More visible to 
the public, are able to respond proactively versus 
reactively and thus reduce crime before it happens.   
 
The crime rate is a calculation of the number of Part 
I Crimes divided by population in thousands. Part I 
Crimes is a  category of crimes established by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It  includes 
criminal homicide (which includes murder and      
non-negligent manslaughter, but excludes deaths by 
negligence, attempts to kill, suicides, accidental 
deaths, justifiable homicide, and traffic fatalities), 
forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, 
larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson.  Maple 
Valley and Covington crime rates are 18.0 crimes 
per 1,000 and 20.4 crimes per 1,000 persons       
respectively. Black Diamond’s crime rate is 9.2 
crimes per 1,000 people.  The average crime rate 
nationwide is 32 crimes per 1,000 people.   
 
The Black Diamond Police Department is committed 
to community safety and continues to strive to      
provide quality, effective law enforcement. 

Black Diamond Police Department keeps crime low 

JANUARY-MAY 2009 CRIMES 

  JAN FEB MAR APR MAY TOTAL 
CALLS FOR POLICE       

SERVICE 173 206 193 212.5 275 1059.5 
              

MOST COMMON     
POLICE CALLS JAN FEB MAR APR MAY TOTAL 

911 HANG UP 3 3 3 5 4 18 
ALARM / RES &              
COMMERCIAL 7 7 13 12 9 48 
ANIMAL PROBLEMS 0 1 1 4 1 7 
BURGLARY 1 0 1 4 1 7 
CIVIL DISPUTES 0 1 3 0 8 12 
DOMESTIC                   
DISTURBANCE 0 4 1 3 3 11 
DUI COMPLAINTS 7 3 9 8 7 34 
ILLEGAL DISCHARGE 2 0 0 1 0 3 
JUVENILE                     
DISTURBANCES 1 6 2 2 3 14 
K-9 CALLS 1 2 3 0 2 8 
MALICIOUS MISCHIEF 2 3 0 2 0 7 
MARINE COMPLAINTS 0 0 0 0 7 7 
MUSIC/NOISE 2 2 1 1 3 9 
SUICIDAL SUBJECTS 1 1 1 0 1 4 
SUSPICIOUS SUBJECT/
CIRCUMSTANCE 3 5 3 6 7 24 
THEFT 2 6 8 3 3 22 
UNWANTED SUBJECT 1 2 1 1 1 6 
VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 4 1 6 3 3 17 
WELFARE CHECKS 2 2 5 7 5 21 

  JAN FEB MAR APR MAY TOTAL 
CRIMINAL CITATIONS 
OTHER OFFENSES 20 37 17 14 16 104 
CRIMINAL TRAFFIC        
CITATIONS 11 23 25 24 17 100 
DUI CITATIONS 7 3 11 6 7 34 
TRAFFIC CITATIONS 107 195 110 164 162 738 
WRITTEN TRAFFIC     
WARNINGS 215 202 249 143 132 941 



Beginning in July, City departments will prepare the first update of the comprehensive Capital Improvement Plan that 
was adopted last year by the City Council.  This is an important fiscal planning tool that identifies the City’s capital asset 

needs, such as new water pipes, park improvements or   
police capital projects.  It also schedules projects for funding 
and implementation over a period of years.  For projects 
funded by grants or low-interest loans, an approved Capital 
Improvement Plan is usually required by State or Federal 
agencies.  Projects are generally $50,000 or more and may 
be funded over a period of years. Sources of funds for the 
projects include State, Federal, or local grants, real estate 
excise taxes (from the sale of property), water, sewer and 
stormwater charges and gas tax.  Since this is a plan, not a 
budget document, Council and department updates are 
scheduled each year before the next year (2010) capital   
projects are added to the annual budget document. Council 
workshops, public hearings and adoption are schedule for 
August and September 2009. 
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2010-2016 Capital Improvement Plan to be updated 

CIP at a glance... 
9 The CIP is a mandate of the Growth Management 

Act. 
9 Cities plan public improvements to accommodate 

anticipated growth and public needs and to           
implement policy decisions. 

9 The CIP process establishes a systematic means to 
annually identify the capital improvements and   fi-
nancing for a five-year period. 

9 Public comment is accepted on the CIP and includes 
proposed projects submitted by the City Council, 
Council committees and City departments. 

9 A preliminary CIP is developed and presented to the 
City Council. 

9 The CIP is primarily funded from dedicated revenues 
(such as the real estate excise tax or utility charges) 
and grants. Property taxes are not generally        
dedicated to CIP projects without a vote of the     
people. 

9 The CIP is developed each year and adopted by the 
City Council by ordinance. 

Play in the water safely this summer 
Summer is finally here and people are 
getting in the water to cool down and 
have fun.  Many people in our area visit 
lakes, rivers, pools, etc. this time of year.  
Most   people never really think about 
the dangers that water can present.  Did you know drowning 
is the second leading cause of unintentional injury deaths for 
Washington children?  In 2005, there were 104 unintentional 
drowning deaths of Washington residents of all ages and 19 
of them were under the age of 18. Follow the following tips 
to keep yourself, family and friends safe. 
 
Life vests save lives 
Anytime you are near any open water such as a river, lake, 
etc., you should be sure to wear a life vest. Many parks and 
recreation areas have a life vest loaner program so you can 
use a life vest for the day and return it when you are finished 
with it. You may also purchase life vests from various   
agencies for a discounted price.  One organization that sells 
live vests is Safe Kids of King County South.  You can visit 
their website at www.safekidskingcountysouth.com. 
 
Alcohol and open water don’t mix 
People should not consume alcohol when they are going to 
be around open water. 
 
Follow posted warning signs 
Many areas with open water will have warning signs.  

Please read the signs and check with a park ranger,   
police officer, etc., to see what dangers may exist and if 
there are any issues that you should be concerned about. 
 
Rivers have hidden dangers 
There are many dangers that can be associated with  
rivers and streams.  Many times the water is moving fast, 
it is cold, it has dangerous obstacles such as trees that 
may cross the water, etc. Be sure to always wear a life 
vest when anywhere near moving water. 
 
Children and pets can drown silently in the water 
There should always be someone to watch children and 
pets when they are near the water.  This is important     
because drowning can happen silently and without    
warning.  A designated person should not be drinking 
alcohol, should know the area, have access to a phone, 
and should have a life vest.  This is important because 
several people that drown never intended on getting wet. 
 
Washington State has several drownings each year.  
Mountain View Fire & Rescue/Black Diamond Fire        
Department would like everyone to have a safe summer,  
drowning can be prevented with some simple safety tips. 
  
For more information, please contact Tim Perciful, with 
Mountain View Fire & Rescue/Black Diamond Fire at                 
(253) 735-0284. 
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CITY COUNCIL  MEETINGS 
25510 LAWSON STREET 

 
• JUL   2 -  7 p.m. 
• JUL 16 -  7 p.m. 
 
 
COUNCIL STUDY SESSIONS: 

 
• JUL    2 -   6 p.m.  
• JUL  16 -   6 p.m.  
 
 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION  
25510 LAWSON STREET 

 
• JUL   7  -  7 p.m. 
 
 

SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

EVENT CALENDAR 
JUL 2—Tentative Highway 169 Bridge Re-opening Ceremony 

COMMUNITY CONTACTS 
Black Diamond Library                                          (360) 886-1105 
Hours of Operation:   
Monday — Thursday  10 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Fridays — 10 a.m. –  6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
 
Black Diamond Community/Senior Center          (360) 886-1011 
Hours of Operation:   
Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
Black Diamond Post Office                                   (360) 886-9429 
Hours of Operation:  
Monday — Friday 9 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
 
Black Diamond Museum / Historical Society       (360) 886-2142 
Hours of Operation:   
Thursdays — 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.                           
Saturdays and Sundays — Noon - 4 p.m.  

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE @  WWW.CI.BLACKDIAMOND.WA.US 

All City Offices Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
 
CITY HALL           (360) 886-2560     
P.O. Box 599 / 24301 Roberts Drive         (253) 631-0351 
                Fax:  (360) 886-2592 
    
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/         (360) 886-2560 
NATURAL RESOURCES/          (253) 631-0351 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT                    Fax:  (360) 886-2592 
P.O. Box 599 / 24301 Roberts Drive    
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT                                   (253) 631-1012 
P.O. Box 309 / 25510 Lawson Street           Fax:  (360) 886-2901 
 
MUNICIPAL COURT                                     (360) 886-7784 
P.O. Box 599 / 25510 Lawson Street           Fax:  (360) 886-7758 
 
FIRE DEPT. DISTRICT #44                            (253) 735-0284 
 
PUBLIC WORKS                                                   (360) 886-2560     
P.O. Box 599 / 24301 Roberts Drive         (253) 631-0351  
AFTER HOURS (EMERGENCY PAGER)             (253) 333-5555 
                                                                     Fax:  (360) 886-2592 

CITY OF BLACK DIAMOND 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
CITY COUNCIL:          

1st and 3rd Thursday                 
at  7 p.m. 

PLANNING COMMISSION:         
First Tuesday after the          
first Council meeting               

at 7 p.m. 
 

For meeting agendas and 
packet material  please view 

the City Clerk page              
on our website 

www.ci.blackdiamond.wa.us   
click on the meeting packets 
or agendas then click on the 

date of your choice. 

To be added to the Council agenda distribution list, please call us at 
(360) 886- 2560 ext. 209 or contact the City Clerk by email at        

bmartinez@ci.blackdiamond.wa.us 

Recently adopted ordinances 
At the June 18 and June 25 Council meetings, the Council adopted the following ordinances: 
 
♦ Ordinance No. 09-908 — 2009 Comprehensive Plan  
♦ Ordinance No. 09-909 — Zoning Code 
♦ Ordinance No. 09-910 — Zoning Map 
♦ Ordinance No. 09-911 — Design Guidelines  
♦ Ordinance No. 09-912 — Title 16 of Municipal Code 
♦ Ordinance No. 09-913 — Lifting Moratorium on Accepting Applications for Master  

         Planned Developments, Subdivisions and Planned Unit                              
                                    Developments with the City and Repealing Ordinance 08-885 

♦ Ordinance No. 09-914 — 2005 Department of Ecology Manual 
♦ Ordinance No. 09-915 — Construction Standards 

Get involved with your community: 
 attend Council public hearings 

 
July   2 ~  Revised Park Rules 
July   2 ~  Subdivision Code Amendments 
 

          Watch the City’s website for the latest information 

mailto:bstreepy@ci.blackdiamond.wa.us�
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