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Elected Officials >>> 

“Facets of Black Diamond” 

the 

Mayor, Carol Benson 

Councilmember Tamie Deady 

Councilmember Erika Morgan 

Councilmember  Janie Edelman 

Councilmember Craig Goodwin 

Councilmember Ron Taylor 

The Management Team has been meeƟng every other week on the 

budget.  We have been making good progress and plan on presenƟng 

the first draŌ of the budget to the City Council on October 1. 

We have met with the consultant on the Comprehensive Plan 

Amendments and they feel they can come in within budget for the scope of work 

that was idenƟfied in their proposal.  Our Community Development Director had a 

booth at the Labor Days CelebraƟon, as one of the public outreach requirements for 

the Comprehensive Plan Amendments.  

On Monday, August 24, we celebrated the life of Commander Greg Goral at his fu‐

neral, military ceremony and the recepƟon following.  We are blessed to have had 

him as part of our police department and city, and pray for his family. 

Our three day Labor Day events had some grey days on Saturday and Sunday, and it 

rained Monday morning just before the parade.  The rain stopped, the sun came out 

and the aƩendance aŌer the parade seemed to be much higher than the previous 

days.  There were many games for children as well as adults, prizes for everyone, 

good food and many interesƟng booths.    

Should you have any quesƟons or concerns please contact me at 360‐886‐5700.  

FROM THE DESK OF THE MAYOR City offices will be closed: 

 November 11 - Veterans 
Day  

 November 26th & 27th  
Thanksgiving   

 December 25th Christmas  

 We are pleased to welcome new employees 
Barbara Kincaid, Community Development 
Director and Meri Jane Bohn, Deputy  City 

Clerk to the City of Black Diamond. 
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On August 16, 2015, the Black Diamond Police Department lost one of its members when Commander Greg Goral passed 
away after a three-year battle with cancer. He was 43 years old. 

Biography 

Commander Greg Goral had been a member of the Black Diamond Police Department since 2006. As a Commander, his     
responsibilities included the day-to-day operations of the department including Patrol, Investigations, and Marine Services. 

Before joining the Black Diamond Police Department Greg served for two years as a police officer with the University of    
Washington, and spent 10 years as an officer with the Albuquerque Police Department. While serving the residents of          
Albuquerque, he was awarded a Meritorious Medal for his actions during an apartment fire. 

Prior to becoming a police officer, Greg served for four years in the United States Air Force. 

Greg, his wife Angel, and daughters Sabrina and Haylee moved to Washington State in 2004 and enjoyed the atmosphere that a 
smaller community like Black Diamond provided. 

In August 2012, after 40 years of great health, Greg developed a severe pain in his abdomen.  After a visit to the emergency 
room it was determined his appendix needed to come out.  It was after this surgery that the battle began.  Soon after the       
appendix surgery Greg and his family learned that a small cancerous tumor inside the appendix was the cause for the appendicitis   
attack.  Greg met with the experts at the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance and the University of Washington. They learned that 
Greg’s cancer was extremely rare, tends to be aggressive and spreads throughout the abdomen.  Doctors recommended a      
right-hemi colectomy surgery where the right side of his large intestine would be removed. This surgery was completed in   
November 2012 and no further cancer was located.  Another surgery was performed in September 2013 to repair some      
problems with the first surgery and it appeared that Greg was still cancer free.   
  
Unfortunately in the spring of 2014, the cancer returned.   After another surgery in June 2014, two tumors were found in his 
abdomen.  These were more advanced and had spread to his lymph node.  This led to rounds of chemotherapy and                
radiation.  Unfortunately, these treatments did not have the hoped for results and a more aggressive form of treatment was    
recommended.  Greg was referred to Dr. Lowy, from the Moore's Cancer Center at the University of California-San Diego. In 
February of 2015, Dr. Lowy performed the Whipple procedure (pancreatoduodenectomy); a complex operation to remove 
part of the pancreas, part of the small intestine and the gallbladder. Soon after returning home from California, Greg and his 
family learned that the cancer had again spread. 

On August 16, 2015, Greg passed away with family and friends at his side. 
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Date 
2016 Budget     

Calendar 

10/1/15 – 6 p.m. 
Special Council 

Meeting 

Review current year reve-
nue and expenditures as 
adopted in the 2015 Budget. 
Review 2016 General Fund 
Revenue, Expenditures & 
Proposed 2016 Budget sum-
mary for all funds. 

  10/29/15 – 6 p.m.       
Special Council 

Meeting 

Review of 2016 Public 
Works and Capital Project 
budgets.  

  11/5/15 –  7 p.m. 
  Regular  

  Council Meeting 

Public Hearing of Property 
Tax for 2016. 

  11/19/15 - 7 p.m. 
  Regular        

Council Meeting 

1st Public Hearing on 2016 
Budget and adoption of 
Property Taxes for 2016 

  12/3/15 -  7 p.m. 
  Regular 

  Council Meeting 

Final Public Hearing on 
2016 Budget . 

  12/3/15 OR  
12/17/15 - 7 p.m. 

  Regular 
  Council Meeting 

Adoption of 2016 Budget. 

All City departments, especially Finance, are busy the next few 
months preparing the City’s annual operating and capital budgets.  
The operating budget funds services associated with Public Safety, 
Public Works, Parks, Planning and Permitting as well as other  
Municipal Services. 
     The budget tells the City’s financial story and sets spending targets 
for the programs and services that City residents receive.  Like other 
communities, Black Diamond continues to have a challenge  
preparing a balanced budget. 
     During the last half of August and September, the Finance  
Department updates the 2016 revenue forecast for the General Fund 
and other funds using 2015 trends and forecast information provided 
by Municipal Research and Services and other agencies. 
     An update on 2015 budgeted revenue and expenditure trends will 
be reviewed with Council at a work session on October 1, 2015.  A 
summary of proposed 2016 budget totals for all funds will also be  
presented.  Another Council work session is scheduled for October 
29th in the Council  Chambers. 
     Public hearings are scheduled for Nov. 5th, Nov. 19th and Dec. 3rd, 
2015.  Public input is always welcomed and encouraged.  See the 
budget calendar on the left and stay up to date at the City’s website 
www.ci.blackdiamond.wa.us or contact the Finance Department at 
(360) 886-5700 for any questions you may have. 

CITY BUDGET PLANNING AND  

CALenDAR 

Recently Adopted Ordinances… 
Ordinance No. 15-1054, relating to water 
safety 

Ordinance No. 15-1055, extending mora-
torium on the acceptance of applications 
for new development within the MPD Dis-
trict 

Ordinance No. 15-1056, adopting proce-
dures for appointment of Ad Hoc Advisory 
Committees 

Ordinance No. 15-1057, establishment of 
the Black Diamond Transportation Benefit 
District 

Ordinance No. 15-1058, assume exclusive 
rights to provide water service to approx. 
98 acres located on the City’s west side 

 Harvest Moon Dinner Auction—October 3rd —Silent 
auction starts @ 5 p.m. Dinner served @ 6:30 p.m.—
Live Auction starts at 7:15 p.m. Tickets are on sale 
now! Contact Black Diamond Community Center for 
more information—(360) 886-1011 

 Christmas Tree Lighting—December 4th—6:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Contact Black Diamond Community Center 
for more information (360) 886-1011 

 Old Town Christmas—TBD—Check our website for 
date and information 

 Share The Joy—Applications are due December 7th—
Toys will be distributed December 21st—Contact 
Black Diamond Community Center for more infor-
mation—(360) 886-1011 

Don’t forget to change your clocks back 1 

hour on Sunday, November 1, 2015 

 

http://www.ci.blackdiamond.wa.us�


 4 

 

On August 4, 2015, the Black Diamond Police Department celebrated National Night Out with 

neighborhoods throughout the City. National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes police-community 

partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, better places to live. Neighborhoods across the nation 

host block parties, festivals, parades, cookouts and other various community events with safety demonstrations, seminars, youth 

events, visits from emergency personnel and exhibits.  

This year, officers and firefighters visited a record number of neighborhoods including Diamond Glen, Morgan Creek, Eagle Creek, 

East Lake Sawyer, Cedarbrook, and Diamond Village. Officers passed out goodie bags, gave tours of their police cars and equipment 

and provided safety talks. The military also came out with their tracking and bomb sniffing dogs and did demonstrations. Thank you 

to the many citizens who organized and made these events such a success. 
 
If you are interested in hosting a neighborhood party next year or have any questions, please contact Officer Kris Chatterson (253) 
631-1012 or kchatterson@ci.blackdiamond.wa.us. 

The City of Black Diamond has three large   
culverts that convey Covington Creek under 
224th Ave SE.  These culverts are deteriorating 
and need to be replaced before the roadway 
starts to be undermined.  The City has applied 
for King County Flood Control District funding 
and recently was notified that they were       
selected to receive $145,000 for design and 
permitting.  With these funds the City intends to 
design and permit the replacement of the     
culverts with an open bottom box culvert or 
bridge and then reapply for construction funding 
next year.  Without the assistance of the King 
County Flood Control District this project would 
not be possible.  The replacement of the old 
culverts with a bridge also has the added     
benefit of providing better passage for fish with 
returning Covington Creek to a natural stream bed.   

 Winterizing your water pipes 

To prevent the mess and aggravation of frozen water pipes, protect your 
home, apartment or business by following these simple steps: Locate and 

insulate pipes most susceptible to freezing, typically those near outer walls, in 
crawl spaces or in the attic; wrap pipes with heat tape (UL approved); seal 

any leaks that allow cold air inside where pipes are located; disconnect garden 
hoses and shut off and drain water from pipes leading to outside faucets. This 
reduces the chance of freezing in the short span of pipe just inside the house. 

When it's cold, let hot and cold water trickle at night from a faucet on an 
outside wall; open cabinet doors to allow more heat to get to uninsulated 
pipes under a sink or appliance near an outer wall; make sure heat is left on 
and set no lower than 55 degrees; if you plan to be  away:  

(1) Have someone check your house daily to make sure the heat is still on to 
prevent freezing, or (2) drain and shut off the water system (except indoor 
sprinkler systems). If pipes freeze, make sure you and your family know how 
to shut off the water in case pipes burst. Stopping the water flow will mini-
mize the damage to your home. Call a plumber and contact your insurance 
agent; never try to thaw a pipe with an open flame or torch; always be careful 
of the potential for electric shock in and around standing water. 

mailto:kchatterson@ci.blackdiamond.wa.us�
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Business License renewals are coming soon…... 

The City of Black Diamond has approximately 395 businesses that operate in 
the City throughout the calendar year. These include retail stores, restaurants, 
real estate agents, hair salons, daycares, construction firms and more. Some of 
these businesses have storefronts here in Black Diamond, others are home occupations, and still more perform   
frequent business in Black Diamond but have offices elsewhere. 

The Black Diamond Municipal Code 2.58 requires businesses operating in the City of Black Diamond have a        
current license. The license helps ensure all businesses have acquired the appropriate state licenses and permits, 
adhere to the zoning guidelines, conform to all building codes, and meet safety requirements. Most businesses are 
characterized as regular licenses, but the City also has some specialty licenses for pawnbrokers, carnivals, adult  
entertainment, firearms, solicitors/mobile vendors and utility licenses. Some businesses may require more than 
one type of license. Solicitors are required to obtain their license before contacting the public. Background checks 
are performed on every solicitor operating in Black Diamond. If they are not able to produce a copy of the          
solicitor license upon request, they are not approved to solicit within City limits. 

Business license permitting fees are based on the type of business, location and period of operation. The majority 
of Black Diamond businesses are classified as regular, which are $70 new and renew at $60 annually. Renewal forms 
will be sent out in mid-December. Renewals not postmarked by January 31, 2015, will be assessed a $10 late fee. Late 
fees will continue to assess monthly if license fees are not paid. Anyone not renewed by May 1, 2015, will be sent to 
a collection agency for unpaid fees. If your business has closed or no longer is working in Black Diamond please 
return the renewal form with that information written on the form. The City will cancel the license. 

If you have any questions, please contact the City at 360-886-5700. We would like this process to be as simple as  
possible. Please remember to sign and return the renewal form and enclose the payment. Checks should be made 
payable to the City of Black Diamond. If you are a new business, applications are available on the City website or at 
City Hall. Generally a new license will have a fee of $70, unless it is a specialty license or a temporary. 

LEAVES AND NEEDLES AND BRANCHES, OH MY! Welcome to fall! Fall may be very welcome indeed for a 

lot of us as that was a very hot and dry summer. With fall, we usually get a nice change. We get some rainstorms that we’ve 
been longing for, but that also means the occasional windstorm. 

It’s inevitable that trees are going to shed their leaves in the autumn, so we have to rake and bag or compost (hopefully after 
making a big pile to jump into first). We put the leaves in containers and they get taken away. They’re out of sight and out of 
mind. We don’t have to deal with them anymore. Many of you will even clear the storm drains near your house of leaves to 
prevent flooding. Thank you for doing that!  

Leaves are just something we deal with. But with the aforementioned windstorms, we typically end up with a lot of needles, 
branches, and other things on the ground from our evergreen trees. They end up in the yard or on our driveways. The rake 
won’t get the needles and the lawnmower won’t handle this debris. But the blower will move the needles just fine. But where 
should we put this debris? We don’t want it on our property. The City is not going to take the yard debris from your lots that 
you take out to the corner or to other parts of the City. King County has good information on their website as to what to do: 
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/wdidw/category.asp?CatID=16 

If it becomes the City’s problem, the needles go into the storm drains that someone kindly cleared of leaves, they sit in there, 
and then, after some build-up, they clog the storm pipes. Catch basins are pretty simple to clean, but storm pipes are a bit 
more labor intensive to clear. 

So what can you do? Get creative. Blow the needles against something to create piles. Blow them to a compost pile. Do not 
blow them to waterways. If they go into the road, sure the City will get a street sweeper out eventually to sweep the roads, but 
the City has a very small budget for street sweeping and dealing with storm debris. There are many solutions, but putting it out 
in the road shouldn’t be one of them. As you work in your yard this fall, please be aware that our actions have consequences, 
which can be either positive or negative. This is your City. Please help us take care of it. 
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Departments >>> 

Monthly meetings for City Council are held the first and third Thursday of each month at     

7 p.m. Work Sessions are held the second Thursday of each month starting at 6 p.m. Town 

Hall Meetings are held the second Thursday of every other month at 7 p.m. Planning  

Commission meetings are held on the first Tuesday after the first Council meeting at 7 p.m. 

of each month. Please contact the Clerk’s office for more information (360)886-5700 or 

check the City Clerks webpage at www.ci.blackdiamond.wa.us/Depts/Clerk  

meetings...  

Administration,  

Mayor Carol Benson 

City Clerk/HR Manager,                       

Brenda L. Martinez, CMC 

Community Development/  

Natural Resources 

Barbara Kincaid 

Economic Development/MDRT,             

Andrew Williamson 

 Finance,                                              

Mayene Miller 

 Police,                                           

Jamey Kiblinger 

 Public Works,                                   

Seth Boettcher, PE 

council/commission/committee 

 
PARKS/CEMETERY COMMITTEE 

24301 ROBERTS DRIVE 
Oct 15 and Dec 17  -  3 p.m. 

 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

24301 ROBERTS DRIVE 
OCT 2 AND OCT 16-  3 p.m. 
NOV 6 and NOV 20 - 3 p.m. 
DEC 4 and DEC 18 -  3 p.m. 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
24301 ROBERTS DRIVE 

OCT 16 -  1 p.m. 
NOV - TBD  
DEC — TBD 

PLANNING/COMMUNITY  
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

24301 ROBERTS DRIVE 
OCT 8 AND OCT 22 -  2 p.m. 

NOV 5 AND NOV 19  - 2 p.m. 
DEC 3, DEC 17 AND DEC 31  - 2 

p.m. 

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
25510 LAWSON STREET 
OCT 1 -  6 p.m. (Work Session & Council Meeting) 
OCT 8 - 6 p.m. (Work Session)  
OCT 15 - 7 p.m.  
OCT 29—6 p.m. (Special Meeting) 
NOV 5  - 7 p.m.  
NOV 12 - 6 p.m. (Work Session & Town Hall)  
NOV 19 - 7 p.m. 
DEC 3 - 7 p.m. 
DEC 10 - 6 p.m. (Work Session)  
DEC 17 - 7 p.m. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION   
25510 LAWSON STREET 

OCT 6 - 7 p.m. 
NOV 10 - 7 p.m. 
DEC 8 - 7 p.m.     
    
FINANCE/BUDGET COMMITTEE 
24301 ROBERTS DRIVE 
OCT 8 and  OCT 29- 3 p.m. 
NOV 12 and NOV 2 - 3 p.m. 
DEC 10 and DEC 31—3 p.m. 
 

 
CITY HALL       (360) 886-5700     
P.O. Box 599        (253) 631-0351 
24301 Roberts Drive               Fax: (360) 886-2592 
 

*COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/              (360) 886-5700                                                                             
NATURAL RESOURCES/             (253) 631-0351 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT                      Fax: (360) 886-2592        
P.O. Box 599  
24301 Roberts Drive 
*OFFICE HOURS MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY  8:30 a.m. — 5 p.m. 
*CLOSED ON TUESDAYS AND FRIDAYS      

POLICE DEPARTMENT                         (253) 631-1012 
P.O. Box 309               Non-Emergency No:  (360) 886-0022 
25510 Lawson Street        Fax: (360) 886-2901  
       

MUNICIPAL COURT                          (360) 886-7784 
P.O. Box 599                                         Fax: (360) 886-5354 
25510 Lawson Street    
 
FIRE DEPT. DISTRICT #44         (253) 735-0284 

PUBLIC WORKS                                             (360) 886-5700      
P.O. Box 599                               (253) 631-0351 
24301 Roberts Drive       Fax: (360) 886-2592       
 
  UTILITY AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY PAGER  (253) 569-0525 

ALL COUNCIL/COMMISSION MEETINGS ARE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 
ALL COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE TENTATIVE AND MEETING LOCATIONS ARE NOTED ON THE AGENDA. CHECK 

WEBSITE FOR ANY CHANGES.  

information... contact 

Community  

Contacts... 
Black Diamond  
Community Center           
(360) 886-1011 
Hours of Operation:   
Monday – Friday 8 – 4 

Black Diamond Post  Office                        
(360) 886-9429 
Hours of Operation:  
Monday — Friday 9 — 5  

Black Diamond Museum  
Historical Society        
(360) 886-2142 
Hours of Operation:  
Thursdays — 9 - 4  
Sat. & Sun. 12 - 3  

Black Diamond Library                              
(360) 886-1105 
Hours of Operation:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursdays 10 – 9   
Tuesdays — 10 –  6  
Sat. — 10 – 5  
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