
Response to Motions regarding the city of Black Diamond Development Agreement Public Hearings 

June 23, 2011 

 

To Hearing Examiner Olbrects and the City of Black Diamond: 

 We agree with motions requesting that you schedule the hearing for at least ninety days or 

more after the receipt of the staff report.  We agree with motions stating that during summer 

vacation season, and with documents plus exhibits being so voluminous and the content being so 

specialized, more time is essential. 

o  Concerned citizens are not employed to work on these agreements (in contrast to Yarrow 

Bay and the city staff).  It is unlikely they will have enough time (or even be available 

during summer vacation season) to review these voluminous documents, organize all the 

specialized, detailed information needed to be entered into the Development Agreement 

contract, and prepare oral and written presentations of that material for the hearing with 

only thirty days to do so.  

o As additional explanation, ordinary citizens not only need to study the agreements, they 

need to study the entire process and legal framework of Development Agreements.  More 

time will benefit Yarrow Bay and the Hearing Examiner as well, because these citizens 

will make more legally relevant comments after they have had the extra time to learn.  This 

will lessen the time spent by the Hearing Examiner and others sifting through irrelevant 

testimony. 

 The applicant and city staff have had far more resources available to prepare these documents than 

the average citizen has. However, the average citizens are the ones who have to live with many 

of the consequences in a way that the applicant, non-resident city staff, and other paid 

resources do not.  Some of us have lived here for more than 20 years and will live here for 20 

more years.  Perhaps no one else working on these Development Agreements can say that.  

Thus, expertise and resources that went into the current Development Agreements were directed in 

a different way than citizen time and resources will be.  So, we agree with the motion to the effect 

that residents of Black Diamond and the surrounding areas, most unschooled in the technical 

aspects of the many facets of land development, are at a severe disadvantage with the current 

thirty-day timeframe to prepare what will be, for most, complex testimony crucial to their future 

quality of life. 

 We agree with motions to allow more time for expert witnesses to prepare, and that there should be 

a chance to rebut Yarrow Bay’s questioning of expert witnesses.  As ordinary citizens who are not 

experts in land use or the legal framework, we most definitely want to rely on the input of experts.  



We agree with motions stating that technical consultants’ availability on current short notice is in 

serious doubt. 

 We agree that the opportunity for other agencies and jurisdictions to review and 

respond thoroughly to these documents within thirty days is also unlikely.  Many of these agencies 

were not notified about the pre-hearing conference, and have not received notice of the upcoming 

hearing.  Adequate time is needed to notify these agencies about the hearings and give 

them adequate time (sixty days or more) to prepare their testimony.   

 We agree with motions requesting the chance for citizens to rebut Yarrow Bay's rebuttal of any 

testimony.  This is essential.  In the city's last quasi-judicial hearing, astute citizens recognized 

incorrect information in Yarrow Bay’s rebuttals, but had no way to enter corrections into the 

record. 

From Save Black Diamond  

and the following named individuals: 

Jack Sperry 29051 229th Ave. SE, Black Diamond, WA 

Sharon Veldhuis  30249 234th Ave SE, Black Diamond WA 98010 

Howard & Sharon Meece  24515 SE Green Valley Rd, Auburn, WA 98092 

Rick & Nanette Stocks  22450 SE 296th St, Black Diamond, WA 98010 

Gwynllyn Vukich   15626 SE 352 Auburn, WA 98092 

Melanie Locke, 29322 216th Ave SE, Black Diamond, WA 98010 

Glenn Carrier 24305 SE Green Valley Road, Auburn, WA 98092 

Judith Carrier  24305 SE Green Valley Road, Auburn, WA 98092 

Curtis & Nicki Fromel   32506 Miner Ave, Black Diamond, WA 98010 

Ulla Kemman, 29863 232nd Ave SE, Black Diamond, WA  98010 

Rebecca Lenhart, PO Box 718, 33018 Pacific Avenue, Black Diamond, Washington 98010 

Yevgeniy Kolezhuk 24723 Mason St., Black Diamond, WA 98010 

David Moorby   32206 Sunny Lane, Black Diamond, WA 98010 

Vernon Gibson, 32800 1st Ave, Black Diamond, WA. 98010 

Lisa and Steve Garvich 29625 232nd Ave SE, Black Diamond, WA 98010 

Bryan Stites 32509 Mckay Lane   , Black Diamond WA 98010 

Sean Yuhas 22518 SE 329th St, Black Diamond, WA 98010 


