
 
 
 

 
 

1) CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL  
 

2) APPROVAL OF MINUTES –February 11, 2014  
 

3) PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Individuals wishing to address the Planning Commission 
regarding any item not on this meeting’s agenda may do so at this time.  

 
4) WORKSESSION ON PUBLIC BENEFIT RATING SYSTEM (BRYANT 

APPLICATION) 
 

5) UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

6) DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 

7) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

8) ADJOURN  
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
Date: March 5, 2014 
To: Planning Commission 
From: Stacey Welsh, Community Development Director 
Re: Worksession on the Public Benefit Rating System (Bryant Application) 
 
 
This is an item that is new to the Commission. According to materials provided by King County, 
“the Public Benefit Rating System (PBRS) offers an incentive to preserve open space on private 
property in King County by providing a tax reduction. A participating property is assessed at a 
“current use” value, which is lower than the “highest and best use” assessment value that would 
otherwise apply to the property.”  
 
Mr. Darrell Bryant has filed an application with King County for a tax reduction which also 
requires consideration by the Black Diamond City Council per RCW 84.34.037(1), since the 
property is within the city limits and not unincorporated King County.   
 
The Bryant PBRS application must be processed in the same manner in which an amendment 
to the City’s Comprehensive Plan is processed. It does not have to be done in the normal June-
December annual amendment cycle timeframe, and it is not an actual Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment. It is just the Comprehensive Plan Amendment process that must be followed, 
which involves taking the PBRS application to the Planning Commission and having a public 
hearing with required notification. The Planning Commission then makes a recommendation to 
the City Council, who in turn holds a hearing and makes a final decision for the City on the 
PBRS application. At that point, things proceed through the PBRS process for a hearing and 
decision by the King County Council.  
 
The reason the PBRS application must be processed in this way is because the Bryant property 
is specifically discussed in the City’s Comprehensive Plan. In 2012, at the owner’s request, text 
was added to the Comprehensive Plan to address the existing airstrip and future expansion 
plans.  
 
At this time, staff is asking the Commission to review the application materials and provide staff 
with any questions you have. Both King County (and City) staff will be present at next month’s 
meeting and can provide responses to questions at that time.  
 
Next steps 
Staff recommends the item proceed to public hearing for your April meeting.  
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