RCW 58.17.110

Approval or disapproval of subdivision and
dedication — Factors to be considered —
Conditions for approval — Finding — Release
from damages.

(1) The city, town, or county legislative body shall inquire into the public use and interest proposed to be
served by the establishment of the subdivision and dedication. It shall determine: (a) If appropriate
provisions are made for, but not limited to, the public health, safety, and general welfare, for open spaces,
drainage ways, streets or roads, alleys, other public ways, transit stops, potable water supplies, sanitary
wastes, parks and recreation, playgrounds, schools and schoolgrounds, and shall consider all other
relevant facts, including sidewalks and other planning features that assure safe walking conditions for
students who only walk to and from school; and (b) whether the public interest will be served by the
subdivision and dedication.

(2) A proposed subdivision and dedication shall not be approved unless ihe city, town, or county
legislative body makes written findings that: (a) Appropriate provisions are made for the public health,
safety, and general welfare and for such open spaces, drainage ways, streets or roads, alleys, other public
ways, transit stops, potable water supplies, sanitary wastes, parks and recreation, playgrounds, schools
and schoolgrounds and all other relevant facts, including sidewalks and other planning features that assure
safe walking conditions for students who only walk to and from school; and (b) the public use and interest
will be served by the platting of such subdivision and dedication. If it finds that the proposed subdivision
and dedication make such appropriate provisions and that the public use and interest will be served, then
the legislative body shall approve the proposed subdivision and dedication. Dedication of land to any
public body, provision of public improvements to serve the subdivision, and/or impact fees imposed
under RCW 82.02.050 through 82.02.090 may be required as a condition of subdivision approval.
Dedications shall be clearly shown on the final plat. No dedication, provision of public improvements, or
impact fees imposed under RCW 82.02.050 through §2.02.090 shall be allowed that constitutes an
unconstitutional taking of private property. The legislative body shall not as a condition to the approval of
any subdivision require a release from damages to be procured from other property owners.

(3) If the preliminary plat includes a dedication of a public park with an area of less than two acres and

the donor has designated that the park be named in honor of a deceased individual of good character, the
city, town, or county legislative body must adopt the designated name.

RCW 58.17.130

Bond in lieu of actual construction of
improvements prior to approval of final plat —
Bond or security to assure successful operation of



improvements.

Local regulations shall provide that in lieu of the completion of the actual construction of any required
improvements prior to the approval of a final plat, the city, town, or county legislative body may accept a
bond, in an amount and with surety and conditions satisfactory to it, or other secure method, providing for
and securing to the municipality the actual construction and installation of such improvements within a
period specified by the city, town, or county legislative body and expressed in the bonds. In addition,
local regulations may provide for methods of security, including the posting of a bond securing to the
municipality the successful operation of improvements for an appropriate period of time up to two years
after final approval. The municipality is hereby granted the power to enforce bonds authorized under this
section by all appropriate legal and equitable remedies. Such local regulations may provide that the
improvements such as structures, sewers, and water systems shall be designed and certified by or under
the supervision of a regisiered civil engineer prior to the acceptance of such improvements,

RCW 358.17.150

Recommendations of certain agencies to
accompany plats submitted for final approval.

Each preliminary plat submitted for final approval of the legisiative body shall be accompanied by the
following agencies' recommendations for approval or disapproval:

(1) Local health department or other agency furnishing sewage disposal and supplying water as to the
adequacy of the proposed means of sewage disposal and water supply;

(2) Local planning agency or commission, charged with the responsibility of reviewing plats and
subdivisions, as to compliance with all terms of the preliminary approval of the proposed plat subdivision
or dedication;

(3) City, town or county engineer.

Except as provided in RCW 58.17.140, an agency or person issuing a recommendation for subsequent

approval under subsections (1) and (3) of this section shall not modify the terms of its recommendations
without the consent of the applicant.

RCW 58.17.170

Written approval of subdivision — Original of
final plat to be filed — Copies — Periods of
validity, governance.



(1) When the legislative body of the city, town or county finds that the subdivision proposed for final plat
approval conforms to all terms of the preliminary plat approval, and that said subdivision meets the
requirements of this chapter, other applicable state laws, and any local ordinances adopted under this
chapter which were in effect at the time of preliminary plat approval, it shall suitably inscribe and execute
its written approval on the face of the plat. The original of said final plat shall be filed for record with the
county auditor. One reproducible copy shall be furnished to the city, town or county engineer. One paper
copy shall be filed with the county assessor. Paper copies shall be provided to such other agencies as may
be required by ordinance.

(2)(a) Except as provided by (b) of this subsection, any lots in a final plat filed for record shall be a
valid land use notwithstanding any change in zoning laws for a period of seven years from the date of
filing if the date of filing is on or before December 31, 2014, and for a period of five years from the date
of filing if the date of filing is on or after January 1, 2015.

{(b) Any lots in a final plat filed for record shall be a valid land use notwithstanding any change in
zoning laws for a period of ten years from the date of filing if the project is not subject to requirements
adopted under chapter 90.58 RCW and the date of filing is on or before December 31, 2007,

(3)(a) Except as provided by (b) of this subsection, a subdivision shall be governed by the terms of
approval of the final plat, and the statutes, ordinances, and regulations in effect at the time of approval
under RCW 58.17.150 (1) and (3) for a period of seven years after final plat approval if the date of final
plat approval is on or before December 31, 2014, and for a period of five years after final plat approval if
the date of final plat approval is on or after January 1, 2015, unless the legislative body finds that a change
in conditions creates a serious threat to the public health or safety in the subdivision.

{b) A subdivision shall be governed by the terms of approval of the final plat, and the statutes,
ordinances, and regulations in effect at the time of approval under RCW 58.17.150 (1) and (3) for a period
of ten years after final plai approval if the project is not subject to requirements adopted under chapter
90.58 RCW and the date of final plat approval is on or before December 31, 2007, unless the legislative
body finds that a change in conditions creates a serious threat to the public health or safety in the
subdivision.

RCW 58.17.195

Approval of plat or short plat — Written finding
of conformity with applicable land use controls.

No plat or short plat may be approved unless the city, town, or county makes a formal written finding of
fact that the proposed subdivision or proposed short subdivision is in conformity with any applicable
zoning ordinance or other land use controls which may exist.



