
Finance Department News  

This has been a busy and productive year for the Finance Department.   

• Fee Schedule Update: By working closely with Mayor Benson, Councilwoman 
Edelman and City departments, the City’s fee schedule was analyzed and thoroughly 
updated this year to provide increased revenue to cover costs.  

• Credit Card Payment Process Improvement: Established account with Invoice Cloud 
to save the City money, and improve and streamline credit card payments to the 
City. 

• Established a Transportation Benefit District: Assisted in developing a new revenue 
stream for preservation and maintenance of City streets.  By charging a car tab fee 
of $20 per vehicle, to be used specifically for street preservation and maintenance. 

• Software updates and conversions:  Added Vision software for cashiering, resulting in 
streamlined receipting and automatic updating of utility accounts. Also coordinated 
the addition of Vision software for the entire utility billing system that will now show 
usage graphs. 
Stormwater Accounts Receivable: Worked to increase revenue and clear old accounts 
by placed liens on 15 properties that were in long term arrears.   

• 2016 Budget: Worked with the mayor and directors on strategy to balance the 2016 
Budget with increased reduction of funding from Funding agreement and resumption 
of rental payment for City Hall.  Prepared and reviewed allocation of costs that had 
previously been paid for by Funding agreement to fair amounts to MDRT, Street, 
Water, Sewer and Stormwater.  The 2016 Budget was balanced without reducing 
staff, while still increasing General Fund ending balance by $114,035. 

Finance Priorities 2016  

• Continue to Implement Utility Billing and Credit Card, and E Check payment 
processes. 

• Work with customers to convert from current process of their banks making payment 
which take up to 10 days, to a new one button payment process.   

• Working with customers so they can establish payment accounts that will allow 
customers to log on and see two years of billing and payment data.  

• Begin working with King County to transfer Stormwater billing and establish 
paperless billing and payments through King County Property Tax system.   

• Utility Rate Review- Utilize consultant to update utility billing excel model and 
forecast need for rate increases. 

• Update city Capital Improvement Plan and assist with update of city Comp Plan 
update. 

• Continue to provide the high quality financial services to the city.  


